
The Crusades

Cause and Effect



Where it took place



Targets

� What were the causes of the 
Crusades?



Christians and Palestine

� Christians – site of 
Jesus’ life, death 
and resurrection

� Home to original 
cross and stone of 
Christ’s tomb

� Site of sacred 
Church of the Holy 
Sepulcher

� Holds variety of 
Christian shrines



Muslims and Palestine
� Qur’an establishes claim that both Jews and 

Arabs are people of Abraham
� Believe God’s gift of Holy Land to Abraham 

meant for Arabs (first Muslims) too
� Site of Muhammad’s ascension into heaven

al-Aqsa
Mosque is 
Islam's third 
holiest place



Jews in Palestine

� Torah establishes 
claim to Holy Land

� Believe Holy Land 
was gift from God 
to Abraham and 
Lot

� King David 
brought ark 
containing original 
Torah here

� Site of King 
Solomon’s temple 



Pope Urban II

� Wanted to stop 
expansion of Turkish 
Muslims into 
Constantinople

� Wanted to unite all of 
Europe’s Christians to 
increase his personal 
power as pope



Nobles

� Hoped to add 
to their 
personal 
fortunes and 
strengthen the 
power of 
monarchs



Knights

� Commanded to 
defend 
Jerusalem, the 
“fief of God”

� Crusades offered 
hope of adventure



Peasants

� Those who went on 
crusades were 
released from 
feudal obligations

� Crusades offered 
escape from 
drudgery of serf’s 
existence and hope 
of adventure



On Muslims

� Controlled most of Asia 
Minor but lost Spain

� Political fragmentation 
of the Muslim world

� Generally respected 
Christians as “People of 
the Book.”



Effects of the Crusades

� Exposed Europeans to new cultures
� After the crusades, there was an increased interest in 

acquiring new goods from Asia, Africa and the Middle East.  
Marco Polo traveled to China and back, writing a book about 
his travels which became very popular at the time.

� There was a new European demand for things such as silks, 
spices, ivory and pearls. This created a demand for trade with 
the Middle East.

� Increased trade = Increased income for Italian merchants
� Weakened the feudal system
� Sophisticated Muslim culture, arts and philosophy were 

introduced to the Europeans – to Muslims, the Europeans 
were the Barbarians



Crusades

� There were seven crusades all 
together

� The Fourth Crusade led to the sacking 
of Constantinople by the Muslims

� The final crusade was an unofficial 
Children’s Crusade



Europe before the Crusades

� When survival and battle consume life, 
new technologies, art and literature 
tend to stall.

� Muslim cultures had an advanced level 
of art and technologies compared to 
Europe.

� This sparked a new interest in these 
areas.



On the Exchange of Goods

� Exchange of languages
� Chess traveled to Europe through 

Muslims
� Paper introduced to Europe through 

Muslims
� Muslim arch used in European 

cathedrals
� Textile industries adapted by Muslims


